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PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.

“ Westward the course of Empire takes its way
;

The first four Acts already past,

A fifth shall close the drama with the day;

Time's noblest offspring is the last.”

THESE lines of the philosopher, Bishop Berkeley, inspired

by his noble missionary and educational zeal for the

British Colonies in the western hemisphere, are often quoted as

a prophecy of the future greatness of America, and express a

general law of historical progress. Civilization and religion

follow the course of the sun from east to west, encircling the

globe, until they shall reach again the lands of their birth. Asia

is the cradle of the human race. Europe is an advance upon

Asia
;
America ought to be, and will be, in due time, an ad-

vance upon Europe, unless the world should come to a sudden

end.

But it may be said with equal propriety, especially at this

time :

Eastward the course of empire takes its way.”

The West acts back upon the East. As Alexander the

Great carried Greece to Syria, and as Napoleon carried France

to Egypt, so Russia and England are now transplanting their

sceptre and institutions, the one to Siberia, the other to

India. America, too, by her politics, commerce, letters, use-

ful arts, and religion, exerts a growing influence upon older

nations.

The whole civilized world, by the wonderful inventions of
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the press, the power of steam, and electricity, is becoming more

and more one international and intercontinental community.

Time and space are annihilated. An American gentleman

reads at his breakfast what was said and done the evening

before in London, Paris, Berlin, St. Petersburg, Constantino-

ple, and Calcutta.

EUROPE AND AMERICA.

Europe is in the prime of manhood, America in her fresh

youth. Manhood has moderation, wisdom, and experience
;

youth has its levity, vanity, and conceit, but also its buoyancy,

elasticity, and hopefulness
;
and while it has much to learn and

to unlearn, it may with its peculiar gifts teach a good lesson

even to old age, as Elihu did in the poem of Job.

Dean Stanley, of Westminster, who has in his keeping the

venerable mausoleum of English history and literature, was

struck with the remark he often heard during his recent visit

from American lips in a tone of plaintive apology :
“ We are

a young people,” and “ We have no antiquities but he adds

(reversing Lord Bacon’s “ Antiquitas sseculi juventus mundi”) :

“ The youth of a nation is also its antiquity.”

America has, it is true, no pyramids like Egypt
;
no colos-.

seum like Rome
;
no venerable cathedrals like Westminster and

Cologne
;
no libraries like the Vatican and the British Museum

;

no Universities like Oxford and Berlin
;
no art collections like

Paris and Florence
;
no poets like Shakespeare and Milton, or

Goethe and Schiller
;
no philosophers like Plato and Aristotle, or

Leibnitz and Kant
;
no historians like Gibbon and Macaulay, or

Neander and Gieseler
;
no theologians like Augustine and Cal-

vin. She lives on the immortal works of genius which older

countries and former generations have produced. She was dis-

covered by an Italian sailing under the Spanish flag, and named
after another Italian

;
she derived her language, laws, customs,

and religion from England
;
her idea of a republican confedera-

tion from Switzerland and Holland
;
her population, books, and

works of art from all parts of the globe. Without the preced-

ing history of Europe she would be still an unknown wilderness

inhabited by savages.
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But America—by which, of course, I mean here the United

States—has learned a great deal in a short time, and claims a

joint inheritance in the potent traditions and historic memories

of all Christian nations, from whom she gathered her own popu-

lation. Her few historic spots, such as Jamestown, Plymouth

Rock, Independence Hall, Mount Vernon, touch English his-

tory in some of its most important epochs, and are as insepara-

bly connected with it as the stem is with the root. The achieve-

ments and fame of Christopher Columbus, Sir Walter Raleigh,

Captain John Smith, the Pilgrim Fathers, Roger Williams,

William Penn, General Oglethorpe, Bishop Berkeley, John Wes-
ley, George Whitefield, Count Zinzendorf, General Lafayette,

Dr. Priestley, Louis Agassiz, James McCosh, and other distin-

guished men of modern times are divided between their native

Europe and their temporary or permanent home in America.

In one respect America is only a new edition of Europe.

Human nature and divine grace are the same in all ages and

countries, and the great antagonist of God is as busy in the

new world as in the old. There is nothing new under the sun.

And yet there is nothing old under the sun. History never

repeats itself. Every age and every nation has a peculiar mis-

sion to fulfil, and adds to the capital of wisdom and experience.

America is not a feeble echo of Europe, but is honoring her

ancestry by making a profitable investment of her rich inherit-

ance and will transmit it doubled in value to posterity.

CENTENNIAL PROGRESS.

The progress of the United States within the first century

of their independent existence is one of the marvels in mod-
ern history. It is

#
due not to superior merit, but chiefly to

the immense extent of country and a foreign immigration which

has assumed the proportions of a peaceful migration of nations.

We would not forget that God sometimes selects the smallest

countries—as Palestine, Greece, Switzerland, the British Isles

—

for the greatest service. But vast empires are also included in

his plan, and the unprecedented growth of the youngest of

nations foreshadows a great future, as it involves corresponding

danger and responsibility.
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The United States of America is the daughter of Great

Britain. It passed from the colonial into the national state by
the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776; was recognized

after a seven years’ war by Great Britain, February 10, 1783,

and adopted a constitution, September 17, 1787, which was

enlarged from time to time by fifteen amendments, the last

amendment being passed, February 26th, 1869. It has had

nineteen Presidents, some having served two terms of four years.

In 1876 the nation celebrated its first Centennial by an interna-

tional exhibition in Philadelphia, the city of its birth, and by

innumerable local commemorations. No nation on earth has

celebrated such a centenary
;
none had such cause of gratitude

for the past and hope for the future
;
none received such a rich

legacy
;
none such a vast responsibility.

During that century the United States has had four wars
;

two with Great Britain, one with Mexico, and, worst of all, a

fierce civil war which brought it to the brink of dismemberment.

The first was the war for independence, the last for the preser-

vation of the Union, the sovereignty of the national govern-

ment over State rights, and the emancipation of four millions

of negro slaves. The civil war cost probably more blood and

treasure and stimulated more speculation and corruption than

any war of the same duration
;
but the destruction of slavery

—

that relic of barbarism and heathenism which turned the Decla-

ration of Independence into a lie and attracted the finger of

scorn from the civilized world upon this land of boasted free-

dom and equality—was worth the cost. And, what is not less

remarkable, immediately upon the defeat of the rebellion the

immense army melted away like snow before the vernal sun,

and the soldiers returned to the occupations of peace. For-

tunately this country needs no standing .army except for the

protection of the frontier against Mexicans and wild Indians.

The progress within a century may be summed up in the

following facts : The population— in round figures—has grown

from less than three millions to more than forty millions, the

number of States from thirteen to thirty-eight (besides ten

Territories which in the course of time will take their rank

among the States), the extent of territory by purchase and war

from 420,892 to 3,026,494 square miles, with every variety of
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soil and climate, and inexhaustible agricultural and mineral

wealth.

The growth of churches, schools, colleges, libraries, newspa-

pers, benevolent institutions, agriculture, manufactures, com-

merce, public roads, railroads, steamboats, and every branch

of industry and art has been in proportion to the increase of

population.

The American idea of a republic, as “ a government of the

people, by the people, and for the people,” has been consistent-

ly developed and ceased to be a mere experiment.

At the same time we have learned that republican institu-

tions are just as liable to be corrupted and perverted as monar-

chical and imperial institutions, and that liberty without moral

self-government and respect for law is a delusion and a snare.

Universal suffrage, which after the civil war was extended to the

negroes without any qualification, has worked well in the

country as a whole and in national elections, but in the large

cities it has thrown the ruling power into the hands of an igno-

rant multitude of voters under the control of selfish dema-

gogues
;
and even our national elections are not free from dis-

graceful frauds. But universal suffrage once given to the people

can never be recalled, except by a revolution, and its evils can

only be counteracted by universal education. The evils of

older countries are fast accumulating among us. Wealth is

breeding extravagance and luxury, and is sweeping away
the noble simplicity of republican habits. Materialism and

Mammonism are undermining the foundations of virtue and

spreading a degrading form of idolatry. Vice, crime, and pau-

perism arc on the increase. Capital and labor are coming into

conflict. We had street riots, in Philadelphia (1844), New York

(1863), and elsewhere, and even a fearful outbreak of commu-
nistic violence (in 1877), which stopped railroads, destroyed mil-

lions of property, and threatened whole cities with destruction.

Bribery and corruption have disgraced many a legislature, and

even the judiciary is not always administering impartial justice.

We arc forced to witness the humiliating and shameful spectacle

of whole States repudiating their honest debts, after Mississippi

long ago had set the bad example, and there is no power in the

general government to vindicate the national honor. If with a
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comparatively small population in an immense country waiting

for occupants we have already so much trouble, how much
greater will our dangers and troubles be when the land shall be

as thickly settled as Europe ?

Some look upon universal education as the remedy for

all evils, forgetting the inborn depravity of human nature. But

intellectual education is worth little without virtue, and virtue

must be supported and fed by piety, which binds men to God,

inspires them with love to their fellow-men, and urges them on

to noble thoughts and noble deeds. Our safety and ultimate

success depends upon the maintenance and spread of the Chris-

tian religion. This was the conviction of our greatest statesmen

from Washington to Daniel Webster and Abraham Lincoln.

The religious tie of authority and loyalty must be strengthened

in proportion as the political tie is relaxed. A self-governing

democracy which does not obey the voice of conscience, and

own God as its Ruler, must degenerate into mobocracy and

anarchy. “ Despotism,” says De Tocqueville, that profound

student of American institutions, “ may govern without faith,

but liberty cannot.” God’s Church, God’s Book, and God’s

Day are the three pillars of American society. Without

them it must go the way of all flesh, and God will raise

up some other nation or continent to carry on his designs
;

but with them it will continue to prosper notwithstanding all

hindrances from without and within.

A distinguished English divine, when visiting Niagara Falls,

as he looked at midnight from the bridge which spans the river

and unites the British and American dominions, into the seeth-

ing chaos below and listened to the ceaseless roar of that ava-

lanche of water, thought it a fit emblem of the restless and

bewildering whirlpool of American life
;
but when he raised

his eyes to the moonlight sky, ” there arose a cloud of spray

twice as high as the Falls themselves, silent, majestic, immova-

ble : that silver column glittering in the moonbeams seemed

an image of American history—of the upward heaven-aspiring

destiny which should emerge from the distractions of the

present.
”

It is the motto of an American citizen never to despair of

the commonwealth, and it is the motto of every believing
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Christian never to despair of the progress and ultimate triumph

of Christianity.

ECCLESIASTICAL STATISTICS.

Figures are facts. The following statistics will give you the

best idea of the outward growth and the present numerical

status of Christianity in the United States.

I. STATISTICS OF 1870.

We present first the results of the last decennial census of

the United States, which was taken in 1870. They were pub-

lished in three large quarto volumes, and condensed in “A
Compendium” of 942 closely printed pages of figures, edited

by Francis A. Walker (Superintendent of Census), Washington,

1872. From this document we make the following extracts :

Total population in the United States and Territories in 1870. . . .38,558,371

White do 33,589,377

Colored 4,880,009

Foreign-born white population (included in total) 5,567,229

Born in Great Britain and Ireland 2,626,241

Born in Germany 1,690,533

The ecclesiastical statistics of the census report (which are

not given as a separate head, but strangely ranked under

“Schools, Libraries, Newspapers, and Churches,” and which do

not agree in all cases with the statistics of denominational year-

books and almanacs) are given on p. 514, in alphabetical order

as follows :
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Ecclesiastical Statistics of 1870.

Denominations. Organi-
zations.

(Congre-
gations.)

Edi-
fices.

Sittings. Property.

All denominations 72,459 63,082 21,665,062 $354,483,581

I Baptist (regular or Calvinistic) 14,474 12,857 3,997,116 $40,220,221

2 Baptist (other, Free-Will, Mennon-
ites, Tunkers, etc.)

Christian (and “ Disciples of Christ”)
r.355 1,105 363,019 2,378,977

3 3,578 2,822 865,602 6,425,137

4 Congregational 2,887 2,715 1,117,212 25,069,698

5 Episcopal (Protestant) 2,835 2,601 991,051 36,514,549
6 Evangelical Association S15 641 193.796 2,301,650

7 Friends (Ouakers) 692 662 224,664 3,939,560
8 fews 189 152 73,265 5,155.234

9 Lutheran 3,032 2,776 977,332 14,917,747
IO Methodist 25,278 21,337 6,528,209 69,854,121
II Miscellaneous 27 17 6,935 135,650
12 Moravian (Unitas Fratrum) 72 67 25.700 709,100

13 Mormon 189 171 87,838 656,750

14 New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian). . .

.

90 6l 18,755 869,700

15 Presbyterian (regular) 6,262 5.683 2,198,900 47,828,732
l6 Presbyterian (other) 1,562 1,388 499,344 5,436,524

17 Reformed Church in America (late

Dutch Reformed) 47i 468 227,228 10,359,255
18 Reformed Church in the United

States (late German Reformed). . .

.

1,256 1. 145 431,700 5,775,215

19 Roman Catholic 4,127 3,806 1,990,514 60.985.566

20 Second Adventist 225 140 34,555 306,240
21 Shaker 18 18 8,850 86,900

22 Spiritualist 95 22 6,970 100,150

23 Unitarian 33i 310 I55.47I 6,282,675

24 United Brethren in Christ 1,445 937 265,025 1,819,810

25 Universalist 719 602 210,884 5,692,325

26 Unknown (Local Missions) 26 27 11,925 687,800

27 Unknown (Union) 409 552 153,202 965,295

The decennial growth of all the churches since 1850 may
be inferred from the following table :

A.D. 1850

Church
Edifices.

Accommodation. Property.

38,061

54.009
63,082

14,234,825

19,128,751

21,665,062

$87,328,801
171,397,932'

354,483.581

A.D. i860
A.D. 1870
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2. COMPARATIVE STATISTICS OF THE CENTENNIAL GROWTH
OF CHURCHES FROM 1776 TO 1 876.

The growth of churches during the first century of the

United States can only be made out approximately. The Rev-

olutionary war produced great confusion, and there are few re-

liable lists of ministers and congregations before 1790. The
statistics of 1776, therefore, are mostly conjectural, but those

of 1876 (as also those of 1878 in the next table) are from offi-

cial records and private communications of leading men of

different churches.

STATISTICS OF 1776 (OR 1780-90.) STATISTICS OF 1S76.

Denominations. Ministers. Churches. Denominations. Ministers. Churches.

Baptists of all de-
scriptions 722 872' Baptists 13,779 22,g24

Congregalionalists. 575 700 Congregationalists. 3.333 3.509
Episcopalians 150 2002 Episcopalians 3,216 4,000

(No bishop.) (6x bishops.)

Friends (Quakers). 4OO 500 Friends (Quakers). S6 5 885
Lutherans (1786). .

.

25 60 Lutherans 2,662 4.623
Methodists of all

1

descriptions 2A Methodists 20,453 40,000
Moravians 12(?) 8(?) Moravians 75 IS
Presbyterians (Gen. Presbyter :ans(Gen.
Assembly, 178S). 177 419 j

Assembly) 4,744 5,077
Reformed, Dutch.

.

40 IOO Reformed, Dutch.

.

546 506
Reformed, German. 12 60 Reformed, German. 644 1,353
Roman Catholics.

.

26(?) 52 (?)
3 Roman Catholics.

.

5.141 5,046
Universalists I 1 Universalists 6S9 867

1 The Regular or Calvinistic Baptists numbered in 1790 about 200 ministers and 300 congrega-

tions.

3 Estimated. The Protestant Episcopal Church had no regular statistical tables before 1832.

3 The first R. C. bishop, Carroll of Maryland, was consecrated in 1790. In 1808 there were 80

Roman Catholic churches
;
in 1830, 230 ;

in 1840, 454 ;
in 1850, 1073 ;

in i860, 2385 ; in 1870, 3995.
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3. ECCLESIASTICAL STATISTICS OF 1878.

DENOMINATION'S Ministers.
Congrega-

tions.

Communicant
Membership.

Nominal
Membership.

Col-
leges.

Theolo-
gical

Semina-
ries.

Baptists :

{a) Regular Baptists.

.

14.954 24,499 2, 102,034 31 9 •

(i) Other Baptists 5.333 5,732 554,187

(r) All Baptists

Congregationalists ^ 7 S. 6 cC.l

Episcopalians 3.141 4,200 314,367 about 14 l6
(63 b’ps.)

3

1,250,000
Friends (Ouakers) 860 900 70,000 100,000 4 none.

about
Lutherans 2,976 5,176 808,428 2,000,000 18 15
Methodists :

(a) Epis. Meth. North. 11,676 20,000 1,709,958 6,900,000 27 7
(12 b’ps.)

([
6) Other Methodists.. ir,886 12,000 1,718,092 7,100,000 25 5

(c) All Methodists. . . . 23,562-* 32,000 3,428,050 14,000,000 52 12

Moravians 82 82 9,407 16,236 I 1

(4 b’ps.)

Presbyterians

:

(a) Gen. Assem. North 4.901 5,269 567,855 13
(6)

Gen. Assem. South 1,117 1,878 114,578 2

(1c

)

All Presbyterians. 8,301 s 10,648 897,598

Reformed Episcopalians. 6 69 7,000 16,500 1

(3 b’ps.)

Reformed, Dutch 550 510 79,000 251,000 2 1

Reformed, German 714 1,380 124,596 151,651 6 3
Roman Catholics 5 . 7506

5,589 6,375,630 6,375,630 73 23
(52 b’ps.)

Second Adventists 120 80 10,000
Swedenborgians IOO 115 5,000 15,000 I 2

Unitarians 401 358 n

Universalists 711 963 37,965 42,500 4 2

1 Estimate of Rev. Prof. H. Osgood, D.D., Rochester, N. Y., compared with the American Bap-

tist Year-Book. Philadelphia, 1879. (Bapt. Publication Society.)
2 According to the careful statistics of the Congregational Year-Book. Boston, 1879.
3 The statistics furnished by Bishop Perry, of Iowa, the historiographer of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church of the United States, and the Rev. Dr. C. C. Tiffany, of New York.
4 According to the estimates furnished by Rev. D. Dorchester, of Springfield, Mass., endorsed

by Rev. Dr. Warren, of Boston. The Methodist Almanac, New York (Nelson & Phillips), 1879,

differs somewhat, and credits the Methodist Episcopal Church only with 11,308 ministers (including

12 bishops), 16,099 congregations, and 1,688,783 members. But there are counted besides 12,749 local

preachers. All the Methodist organizations together number 30 bishops and 26,642 local preachers,

in addition to the regular ordained clergymen.
5 The figures of the Northern and Southern General Assembly are from the last Minutes. The

sum total of Presbyterians is estimated by Rev. Dr. E. F. Hatfield, of New York, Stated Clerk of the

Northern General Assembly, and includes the United Presbyterians, the Welsh Calvinists, and the

Cumberland Presbyterians, but not the Dutch and German Reformed churches.

0 Among the 52 Roman Catholic bishops there are 11 archbishops and 1 cardinal. See Roman
Catholic Almanac for 1879, New York (Sadlier & Co.). In some dioceses chapels are counted with

churches, in others with mission stations. In some cases colleges and theological seminaries are

combined, as at Emmitsburg, Md. The membership includes the whole R. Catholic population.
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4. STATISTICS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK IN 1 878.

We add the ecclesiastical statistics of the American metrop-

olis, taken from the last report of the N. Y. City Mission So-

ciety, carefully prepared by its secretary, Mr. Lewis E. Jackson.

It may furnish an idea of the strength of the churches in the

larger cities.

Baptist churches and chapels 46

Congregational churches and chapels 9
Friends’ churches and chapels 5

Greek churches and chapels 1

Jews’ synagogues 23

Lutheran churches and chapels 23

Methodist Episcopal churches and chapels 5S

African Methodist Episcopal churches and chapels 8

Free Methodist churches and chapels 2

Moravian churches and chapels 2

Presbyterian churches and chapels 65

United Presbyterian churches and chapels 10

Reformed Presbyterian churches and chapels 6

Protestant Episcopal churches and chapels 85

Reformed Episcopal churches and chapels 2

Reformed (Dutch and German) churches and chapels 28

Roman Catholic churches and chapels 56

Union or Undenominational churches and chapels 18

Unitarian churches and chapels 4

Universalist churches and chapels 6

Miscellaneous churches and chapels 39

Total 496

Of these 496 church organizations (including chapels and

mission stations), 387 have church edifices, and these, together

with the ground they occupy, are estimated to be worth $40,-

172,850. The total population of New Yonc City in 1875 was

1,041,886.

The church organizations average a membership of 300,

equal to a total of 80,000 communicants. The number of at-

tendants, of course, is much larger. The Protestant churches

and chapels afford accommodation probably for 275,000 per-

sons, and the whole (nominally) Protestant population of the

city is estimated at from 500,000 to 600,000.

The Roman Catholic churches are usually crowded on Sun-

days, and are not sufficient for the Roman Catholic population,

which probably amounts to one third of the whole.
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THE DIFFERENT ELEMENTS OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY.

The first distinctive feature of America is the commingling

of nationalities. It is truly “ e pluribus unum." The Anglo-

Saxon nationality forms the solid foundation, the very best for

a vigorous, enterprising, liberty-loving, independent race
;
but

on this foundation ar$ built stones from Scotland, Germany,

Holland, Celtic Ireland, France, Switzerland, Scandinavia,

Italy, Spain, Hungary, and Bohemia. Even African negroes,

red Indians, and Asiatic Chinese are there in large numbers,

but keeping apart.

With the exception of the last-mentioned races, the process

of amalgamation is going on with wonderful rapidity, and out

of the different nationalities of Europe there is fast rising a new
and distinct nationality which more than any other seems des-

tined to realize the unity and universality of the human family,

with a continent for its home and two oceans for its outlet to

the other continents. If the present English nation is superior

to any of the three elements—the Celtic, the Anglo-Saxon, and

the Norman-French—of which it is composed, may we not

reasonably expect that the American nationality will ultimately

be an advance upon any or most of the nationalities which

contribute to its growth ?

A similar phenomenon is presented to us in American Chris-

tianity taken as a whole. It has gathered its material from all

the churches and sects of Europe. It strikes its roots in the

most excited and interesting period of English history, in the

first half of the seventeenth century, when all the leading Eng-

lish denominations—except the Methodist—assumed a separate

organization. It embraces the Anglican Episcopal Church, the

Congregational, the Presbyterian, the Baptist, the Methodist

Churches, and the Society of Friends—all of English descent.

Ireland furnishes the chief material for the Roman Catholic

Church, Germany for the Lutheran, German Reformed, and

Moravian, Holland for the Dutch Reformed Church. All the

historical denominations are now represented in America except

the old Greek Church, which numbers but one congregation

in New York in connection with the Prussian Embassy, and
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another in Alaska Territory, which was bought from Russia

under President Lincoln’s administration. But these Churches

are not, and probably never will be, melted into one national

American Church. They exist as separate, independent organ-

izations, on a basis of equality before the law, enjoying the

protection of the government, but deriving no support from it.

They are self-supporting and self-governing.

CHURCH AND STATE.

America has solved the problem of a Free Church in a

Free State.” Church and state co-exist in peaceful and re-

spectful separation, each minding its own business without in-

terference or hindrance from the other. The state takes care

of the secular, the church of the moral and spiritual interests of

the people. The church enjoys the protection of the govern-

ment for its property and the free exercise of public worship,

but asks and receives no pecuniary support from it.

Congress is forever prevented, by the First Amendment of

the Federal Constitution, to make any law ” respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

This indeed does not apply to the several States, and some of

them continued to tax their citizens for the support of the

church till 1830, but the voluntary principle has gradually tri-

umphed in the whole country, except in the abnormal territory

of the Mormons. The law of Congress, it should be distinctly

remembered, is protective as well as prohibitive, and owes its

origin not to contempt, but to respect for religion and its free

exercise. Herein the American idea of religious freedom dif-

fers toto ccclo from the red-republican idea, as faith differs

from infidelity, and as constitutional liberty differs from anti-

nomian license.

The experiment of unrestricted religious freedom has been
tried for a hundred years, and has worked well. There is no

desire anywhere to change it. Every church knows that the

freedom and independence of all other churches is the best

safeguard of its own freedom, and that the least attempt to

aspire to political power and supremacy would arouse the jeal-

ousy and opposition of the others.

Religious freedom—which is very different from mere tole-
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ration, and which necessarily includes freedom of public wor-

ship—is regarded in America as one of the fundamental and

inalienable rights of man, more sacred than civil freedom or the

freedom of thought and speech. It is the highest kind of free-

dom, and is at the same time the best protection of all other

freedom. The dominion of conscience is inviolable. No
power on earth has a right to interpose itself between man and

his Maker. All attempts to compel religion from without are

apt to beget hypocrisy or infidelity. Religion flourishes best in

the atmosphere of freedom. The inevitable abuses of freedom

are more than counterbalanced by its benefits. These are set-

tled principles in America.

Experience has proved already in the first three centuries of

persecution, that Christianity is abundantly able to support

itself and to govern itself, and to do it much better than the

secular power can do it. The voluntary principle has its incon-

veniences, and entails a great deal of suffering on pastors of

young and poor congregations, and among immigrants who are

not yet weaned of reliance on government support. The
average salary of ministers is probably not more than $700

(although a few receive from $5000 to $10,000), and ought to be

$1000 to enable them to live comfortably and to give their chil-

dren a good education. But, on the other hand, the voluntary

principle secures an able, energetic, devoted clergy, who com-

mand respect by their self-denying services. It makes the laity

feel their responsibility, calls forth a vast amount of liberal-

ity, and attaches them to the church in proportion to the

amount of labor and money they have invested in it. Liberal-

ity, like every other virtue, grows with its exercise, and so be-

comes a settled habit. The more we give the more we feel the

blessedness of giving. “ Make all ye can, save all ye can, give

all ye can.”

Upon the whole we may venture to say that America, in

proportion to her age and population, is better provided with

churches, Sunday-schools, and religious institutions and agencies

than any country in the world, with the exception, perhaps, of

England and Scotland. Church extension keeps pace with the

growth of the population
;
and this is saying much, if we re-

member the enormous influx of foreign elements.
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THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER OF THE AMERICAN NATION.

The separation of church and state is not and cannot be

absolute. It does not mean a separation of the nation from

religion. It means only the absence of an established or na-

tional church to which all are bound to belong and to contrib-

ute, whether they agree with its creed and polity or not
;

it

means that citizenship is independent of church-membership
;

it

means that every man is free to choose his own creed or no

creed, and that his religious opinions and ecclesiastical connec-

tion have nothing to do with his civil and political rights.

But the American people are nevertheless in fact a Chris-

tian nation, and if religion may be judged from the number of

churches and Sunday-schools, colleges and seminaries, from the

extent of Bible-reading, Sabbath-keeping, church-going, liberal

giving, and active charity, they need not fear a comparison

with any nation in Christendom. The clergy are, upon the

whole, the most respected and influential class of the com-

munity. They are invited to all public festivities, and called

upon to open even political meetings with the invocation of

the divine blessing. The government employs in the judicia-

ries and in the introduction of officers the Christian oath. It

appoints from time to time days of thanksgiving, fasting, and

prayer. The memorable national ordinance of 1787, for the

government of Territories west of the Ohio, declares that

“Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good

government and the happiness of mankind, schools and means
of education shall ever be encouraged.’’ Congress, the army
and the navy, have their regular chaplains, paid by the govern-

ment. Church property, like school property, is exempt from

taxation. Christianity is an integral part of the common law

of the land, and enjoys as much protection in courts of justice

as in any country under the sun. It is deeply rooted in national

habits, which are even stronger than laws, and has a mighty
hold on the respect and affections of all classes of society.

I have consulted on this important subject, which is often

misunderstood in Europe, one of the most learned jurists, Judge
Theodore W. Dwight, President of the Columbia Law School,
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New York, and he has kindly furnished me with the following

confirmatory statement on the legal status of Christianity in the

United States :

“ It is well settled by decisions in the courts of the leading States of the

Union

—

e.g., New York, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts—that Christianity

is a part of the common law of the State. Its recognition is shown in the

administration of oaths in the courts of justice, in the rules which punish

those who wilfully blaspheme, in the observance of Sunday, in the prohibi-

tion of profanity, in the legal establishment of permanent charitable trusts,

and in the legal principles which control a parent in the education and train-

ing of his children. One of the American courts (that of Pennsylvania) states

the law in this manner :
‘ Christianity is and always has been a part of the

common law of this State—Christianity without the spiritual artillery of Euro-

pean countries—not Christianity founded on any particular religious tenets

—

not Christianity with an established church and titles and spiritual courts,

but Christianity with liberty of conscience to all men.’
“ The American States adopted these principles from the common law of

England, rejecting such portions of the English law on this subject as were

not suited to their customs and institutions. Our national development has

in it the best and purest elements of historic Christianity as related to the

government of States. Should we tear Christianity out of our law, we would

rob our law of its fairest jewels, we would deprive it of its richest treasures,

we would arrest its growth, and bereave it of its capacity to adapt itself to

the progress in culture, refinement, and morality of those for whose benefit

it properly exists.”

There are especially three points on which church and

state come in contact : marriage, Sunday, and education.

They require a separate consideration.

I. MARRIAGE in America is a civil contract, and may be

performed by a civil magistrate as well as by a clergyman.

The Mayor of New York solemnizes more marriages—chiefly

among immigrants—than any minister of the Gospel. But

most Americans seek the blessing of the church for their union.

The only legitimate form of marriage is monogamy. Mor-

monism tried to undermine this Christian institution, and to

introduce a worse than Mohammedan polygamy which destroys

the dignity of woman and the happiness of home
;
but Con-

gress has expressly prohibited polygamy, and the Supreme

Court has affirmed the constitutionality of this law. Utah Ter-

ritory will not be admitted into the confederacy of independent
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States until this poisonous plant is uprooted. It is a signifi-

cant fact that the increase of that abnormal sect is almost ex-

clusively from foreign immigration, stimulated by promises of

temporal prosperity, which so far has attended the Mormon
settlements in Utah.

2. Sunday is regarded as both a civil and religious institu-

tion, and hence a proper subject for protective (not coercive)

legislation. The State cannot compel people to go to church

or to observe Sunday religiously, but it may lawfully prohibit

the public desecration of it, and ought to protect the religious

people in the enjoyment of the Sunday rest and the privilege of

public worship as well as in the enjoyment of any other right.

Hence the Sabbath is guarded in nearly all the States, and such

protection is of the utmost importance to the laboring commu-
nity, who otherwise would become slaves to heartless capital.

A strict regard for the civil and religious Sabbath is a national

American custom, and dates from the first settlements of the

country, especially in Puritan New England. Law and custom

go hand in hand. All legislative and judicial proceedings, in-

cluding those of the Supreme Court of the United States, are

suspended on Sunday. Civil contracts are to a large extent

illegal if made on that day. No political elections are held on

Sunday, as is customary in France. The inauguration of the

President of the United States is postponed to Monday, if the

fourth of March appointed for this act falls on the Lord’s Day.

The Constitution of the United States, which extends over all

the States and Territories, exempts Sunday from the working-

days of the President for signing a bill of Congress. The whole
nation celebrates the Declaration of Independence on the fifth

instead of the fourth of July, if it be Sunday
;
thus subordinat-

ing the birthday of the nation to the day of Christ’s resurrec-

tion.

So general and deep-rooted is this sentiment in the Ameri-
can people, that President Abraham Lincoln, even in the midst

of the civil war, when every thing seemed to give way to mili-

tary necessity, issued a memorable order enjoining the pro-

per observance of the Sabbath upon the officers and men in

the army and navy. The order, dated Washington, November
15th, 1862, says: “The importance for man and beast of the

*5
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prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights of Christian soldiers

and sailors, a becoming deference to the best sentiment of a

Christian people, and a due regard for the Divine will, demand
that Sunday labor in the army and navy be reduced to the

measure of strict necessity.”

The sanctity of the American Sabbath is threatened by infi-

dels and foreigners from the Continent, who would like to turn

it into a day of secular amusement, and to substitute the thea-

tre and beer saloon for the church and Sunday-school. But

the better class of Europeans, after some observation and expe-

rience, come to see the inestimable blessing of one day of sacred

rest for body and soul, and are co-operating with the Americans

for the maintenance of their time-honored national custom.

The Sabbath Committee of New York has done a good work in

this direction and stimulated similar efforts in other large cities.

3. EDUCATION is untrammelled, and left to individuals, to

the family, the church, and the several States. Religion may
be freely taught in all private and parochial schools. The
General Government provides only for the education of officers

of the army and navy, and does so very liberally.

But almost every State and Territory maintains now a sys-

tem of public schools which are supported by general taxation,

and are open to all without distinction of race or creed. Some of

the new Western States have made munificent provision by de-

voting a part of the public lands for the support of primary and

even university education. President Grant, in his Centennial

Message to Congress, December 7th, 1875, advised the passage

of a constitutional amendment making it “ the duty of the sev-

eral States to establish and forever to maintain free public

schools, adequate to the education of all the children in rudi-

mentary branches, within their respective limits, irrespective of

sex, color, birth-place, or religion
;
forbidding the teaching in

said schools of religious [sectarian], atheistic, or pagan tenets,”

etc. But the suggestion was not acted on, and the strange phrase-

ology in the last clause certainly would need some rectification.

In the public schools of New England and other States, the

•custom prevails—and has prevailed from the beginning—of

•opening the daily exercises with the reading of the Scriptures,

singing, and prayer. This custom works very well where the
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population is Protestant and homogeneous, and, although it is

not at all sufficient, it keeps up before the rising generation the

importance and necessity of religion as an essential element of

education. This is a great deal. The effect, of course, depends

greatly on the spirit and personal conviction of the teacher who
conducts ^the religious exercises.

But just here comes in the irrepressible conflict between

church and state. This time-honored custom is violently and

persistently assailed by infidels, Jews, and especially by Roman
Catholics—who have become very numerous in large cities.

The Roman hierarchy, in accordance with the Papal Syllabus

of 1864, claims the monopoly of religious education, cares more
for the Roman Catechism than the Bible, regards King James’

Version as a sectarian, incorrect, and incomplete translation,

and is not without good reason afraid of the free Protestant

atmosphere of the mixed public schools. These scruples are

conscientious, and consistent from the Roman Catholic stand-

point, and have inclined many Protestants to sacrifice the Bible,

if necessary, rather than the common schools.

The controversy will come up again and again in different

States, and can only be settled in the course of time. I will

state the various plans which have been proposed.

(1) Give up the public schools, and leave education in the

hands of the family and the church where it properly belongs.

This was originally the Roman Catholic plan, but it was signally

defeated in public elections. It would surrender a large portion

of our population to the barbarism of ignorance. A self-govern-

ing republic needs for its preservation intelligent voters and

useful citizens, and hence is bound to furnish the opportunity,

at least for primary education. The American people will

never abandon the common-school system
;
on the contrary, it

is gaining strength from year to year and rising higher and
higher, even beyond the reasonable limits of a thorough ele-

mentary training for intelligent and useful citizenship.

(2) Divide the public-school funds annually raised by taxa-

tion among the different denominations and sects for separate

management. This is the more recent Roman Catholic propo-

sition, but is likewise impracticable. It would break up the

common-school system altogether. It would require Protes'
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tants, who pay most taxes, to aid in supporting the Roman Cath-

olic parochial schools, and would leave those who belong to no

church or sect without any schools. Besides, it would intensify

and perpetuate the sectarian animosities, while the present sys-

tem has a tendency to check and moderate them, and to raise

a homogeneous generation.

(3) United secular, and separate religious education. Con-

fine the State schools to purely secular instruction, and leave all

religious instruction to the churches and Sunday-schools. This

is the spirit of General Grant’s proposal mentioned above,

which would exclude all religious, but also all irreligious (atheis-

tic and pagan), teaching from the public schools. It seems to

be most consistent with the separation of church and state,

and many advocate it as the genuine American plan. But an

immense interest like the education of a nation of cosmopolitan

and pan-ecclesiastical composition cannot be regulated by a

logical syllogism. Life is stronger and more elastic than logic.

It is irryaossible to draw the precise line of separation between

secular and moral, and between moral and religious education.

Absolute indifference of the school to morals and religion is im-

possible
;

it must be either moral or immoral, religious or irre-

ligious, Christian or anti-Christian. Religion enters into the

teaching of history, mental and moral philosophy, and other

branches of learning which are embraced in our common-school

system, and which public sentiment deems necessary. What
should we think of a text-book of general history which would

ignore the creation, the fall, the revelation, Abraham, Moses,

and even Jesus Christ, and the Christian Church ? An educa-

tion which ignores religion altogether would raise a heartless

and infidel generation of intellectual animals, and prove a curse

rather than a blessing.

(4) Let the leaders of ecclesiastical denominations unite in

seme general scheme of religious instruction which shall be

confined to the essentials held in common by all, such as a

selection of psalms and hymns, the Sermon on the Mount, the

Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostles’

Creed. But the Roman Catholics are not likely ever to agree

with the Protestants on any religious formula. And the con-

science of the Jews must likewise be respected.
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(5) Let religious instruction be separately given in appoint-

ed hours by special teachers chosen for the purpose by the dif-

ferent churches
;
the parents to be free to send their children

to the teacher they prefer, or to excuse them from attendance.

This may be called the German plan, which has not yet received

sufficient consideration.

(6) The local option plan leaves the whole question with

the school boards to be decided according to the composition

and wants of the children. This is the present plan, and is

likely to prevail, with some modifications and adaptations to the

wants of different communities. Absolute uniformity seems

impracticable and undesirable in a country where the States are

independent, the population heterogeneous, and the public

sentiment divided.

Fortunately, religious education is not confined to public

schools, which would be meagre indeed, but is supplemented by
the family, the Sunday-school, and pastoral or catechetical in-

struction. Even if the Roman Catholics should succeed in driv-

ing the Bible out of our common schools, it would only stimu-

late the churches to greater zeal in training the young for use-

fulness in this world and happiness in the world to come.

DENOMINATIONALISM.

American Christianity, as already stated, is not anorganic

unit, nor a confederation of churches, but is divided into an

indefinite number of independent ecclesiastical organizations

called Denominations,‘ which, while differing in doctrine, or

discipline, or cultus, are equal before the law, and have perfect

liberty to work and to propagate themselves, by peaceful and

moral means, to the extent of their ability.

Where there is no national or state church, there can be

no dissenters or nonconformists as in England, and no sects

in the sense in which this word is used on the Continent in

opposition to the (national) church. The sects have become
churches, and among these the Methodists and Baptists, who

1 The term Denominations is the American equivalent for the European (Con-

tinental) term Confessions
,
and is more appropriate, since the number of sects is

much larger than the number of confessions of faith.
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are scarcely known in some countries of the Continent and

barely tolerated in others, are numerically the largest in the

United States.

This of itself would be enough to condemn the religious

condition of the United States as an anomaly in the judgment

of a churchman who is brought up in the traditions of an exclu-

sive state-churchism. To a German looking from the outside,

America is a wilderness of sects, as to an American, Germany
is a wilderness of theological schools. The liberty of thought,

which in Germany produces more opinions than thinkers, is

checked in England and America by the wholesome restraint

of "public opinion and orthodox sentiment; but, on the other

hand, we have much gi eater liberty of action and organization,

which produces a superfluity of sects.

American denominationalism is certainly not the ideal and

final condition of Christianity, but only a transition state for a

far higher and better union than has ever existed before, a

union which must be spiritual, free, and comprehend every

variety of Christian life. The time must come, although it

may not be before the second advent of Christ as the one Head
of His Church, when party names will disappear, when there

will be one flock under one Shepherd, and when believers will

“ be made perfect in one,” even as Christ is with the Father.

But American denominationialism is the necessary outcome

of the church history of Europe, and is overruled by Provi-

dence for the more rapid spread of Christianity. We should

consider the following facts, on which an intelligent judgment

must be based :

1. There is a difference between denominationalism and

sectarianism : the former is compatible with true catholicity of

spirit
;
the latter is nothing but an extended selfishness, which

crops out of human nature everywhere and in all ages and

conditions of the church. The Roman Church, with all its

outward uniformity, has as much carnal animosity among its

monastic orders as there ever existed between Protestant sects.

2. The American denominations have sprung directly or in-

directly from the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth cen-

tury and the Puritan commotion of the seventeenth century
;

they are found in Europe as well, though scattered and divided
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by geographical and political boundaries, and hampered by

many disabilities.

3. They represent historical phases and types of Christianity

which must be fully developed and finish their mission before

there can be a free reunion. At the same time I would not

deny that there are a few petrified sects in America, which

date their existence from some local or temporary quarrel in

Europe, and which seem to have no right to exist except as

antiquarian curiosity shops.

4. The denominations multiply the agencies for Christian-

izing the land, and stimulate a noble rivalry in all good works,

which counterbalances the incidental evils of division. It is

proper to add that proselytism is denounced by all honorable

men. There is work enough for all denominations among
'.heir own members, and in the outlying semi-heathenish popu-

lation, without interfering with each other.

5. They are really more united in spirit than the different

theological schools and church parties of national churches

under one governmental roof, and manifest this underlying

unity by hearty co-operation in common enterprises, such as the

distribution of the Bible, the preservation and promotion of

Sunday observance, the Sunday-School Union, the Evangelical

Alliance, city missions, and the management of various chari-

table institutions. The European delegates to the General Con-

ference of the Alliance in New York were struck with the pow-
erful manifestation of this unity in diversity, which they had

never witnessed on such a grand scale anywhere before. And
this spirit of catholic unity is steadily progressing, and all the

more so because it is the spontaneous outgrowth of the spirit

of Christianity, which is a spirit of love.

Among these various modes of co-operation should be men-

tioned the work of revising the English Bible in common use,

which has been carried on since 1870 with great harmony by a

large number of biblical scholars of all Protestant denomina-

tions in England and the United States. This revision, when
completed and adopted for public use, will be a noble monu-
ment of the spiritual unity and exegetical consensus of English-

speaking Christendom.
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION.

We now proceed to describe some of the general activities

of evangelical Christianity in America. We begin with the

preparation for the ministry.

Theological learning is fast progressing, even among those

denominations who formerly neglected it, but are beginning to

see that the intelligence and culture of the age peremptorily re-

quire a well-educated ministry, especially in a country where

public opinion rules supreme and where the church depends

upon the voluntary support and affection of the people. A few

obscure sects perpetuate their ignorance and stagnation, and as

they are dead to the surrounding world, the world cares no

more for them than for antediluvian fossils.

Ministerial education is carried on in special seminaries, of

which there are now probably more than a hundred in the land.

A few first-class institutions would be better than many poor

ones which spread a superficial culture at the expense of depth

and solidity. But the vast extent of. the country and the

rivalry of sects stimulate the multiplication. There are insti-

tutions where one or two professors must teach all branches of

learning, and spend the vacation in the humiliating business of

collecting their own scanty salary. But a few of the older sem-

inaries are nearly as fully equipped with professors, students,

and libraries as the best theological faculties in Germany and

Switzerland, and admit no students who have not taken a full

college course. Two of them have more students than some

renowned universities of Europe.

Instruction is free in all these seminaries, and professors re-

ceive no fees. Indigent and worthy students are aided by

scholarships or by beneficiary boards, to which all congregations

are expected to contribute according to their means. Others

prefer to support themselves by teaching or by mission work in

connection with some church or Sunday-school.

Discipline is much more strict than in German universities.

The wild excesses of student life are not unknown in some of

our colleges, but unheard of in theological seminaries. Only

such students are admitted as are in good standing in their
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church, and give reasonable evidence of choosing the ministry

not merely as an honorable profession, but from love to Christ

and desire to save souls. Every lecture is opened with a short

prayer. Much attention is paid to the cultivation of piety as

well as learning. From a long experience as a public teacher in

Europe and America, I may venture the assertion that the the-

ological students of America, as regards ability, gentlemanly

bearing, and Christian character are equal to any in the world.

The theology taught in these seminaries differs, of course,

according to the denomination. Each has its own creed and

theological traditions. New England Congregationalism has

produced the first and so far the only distinct school of Ameri-

can dogmatic theology, headed by the great and good Jonathan

Edwards. It is a subtle form of scholastic Calvinism based on

the Westminster standards, but it has during the last fifty years

undergone, in one of its branches, considerable modification,

even to the verge of Pelagianism. The latest monumental

work of orthodox Calvinism is the “Systematic Theology’’ of

the venerable and amiable Dr. Charles Hodge, of Princeton, who
after celebrating the semi-centennial of a spotless and unusually

successful career of public teaching (1872), entered into his rest

(1878), but will long live in his books and in the grateful mem-
ory of innumerable pupils. Dr. Tholuck, the friend of his

youth, had preceded him a year before.

In biblical and historical learning we are largely indebted to

Germany, which has been for the last fifty years the chief intel-

lectual and critical workshop of Protestantism, both orthodox

and heterodox. Professor Stuart of Andover, and Professor

Robinson of Union Seminary, New York (the well-known Pales-

tine explorer), were the pioneers of biblical and Anglo-German
learning in America. Since that time almost every important

German contribution to theological science has been imported

or translated, and many German scholars—Ncander, Gieseler,

Tholuck, Olshausen, Lange, Meyer, Delitzsch, etc.—have more
readers in America than in their fatherland (if we arc to judge

from the success of their translated works). A considerable

number of our students are annually resorting to Berlin, Leip-

zig, Halle, and other universities to complete their studies
;
and

not unfrequently they extend their visit to Bible lands, where
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they can read “ the fifth Gospel” and study the Book in the

land of its birth. The students return with the latest ideas and

advances of European scholarship, and prepare the way for

America’s golden age of theology, which cannot be far distant.

The American ministry, while it may be behind in clas-

sical culture, is more orthodox and better trained for practi-

cal church work than that of Protestant countries of the Conti-

nent. A minister may choose among the different creeds, but

is expected to be loyal to the one he has chosen. A preacher

who does not believe what he preaches is regarded as a moral

monstrosity, and would soon be disciplined or starved out.

There are indeed a few smart and witty sensationalists who turn

the sacred pulpit into a platform for the amusement of the

hearers, and preach politics, aesthetics, and anything rather than

the Gospel of Christ. But these are exceptions. Dull and tedi-

ous sermons are not more frequent than in some parts of

Europe. The great evangelical doctrines of sin and grace are

faithfully, earnestly, and effectively proclaimed in nearly all de-

nominations.

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

In close connection with the church is the Sunday-school.

It is the church for the young and rising generation. There is

hardly a congregation which has not a Sunday-school attached

to it. The pupils are divided into groups, and the groups are

gratuitously taught by members of the church, male and female,

under the superintendence of the pastor or a competent layman.

The school is held either before or after the morning service.

It is made attractive to children by lively music, pictures, anec-

dotes, and innocent amusements adapted to their capacity and

taste. The chief and often the only text-book is the Bible, with

or without a catechism. The recent system of interdenomina-

tional and international Scripture lessons has immensely stimu-

lated and extended Bible studies, and called forth a flood of pop-

ular commentaries in periodicals and separate volumes.

The American Sunday-school instruction is of incalculable

importance for the future of the country. It may often be very

superficial
;
but that is the fault of the teachers, and not of the

system, which admits of endless improvement. The Sunday*
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school system supplements the scanty religious training of the

public schools
;

it popularizes and commends religion by bring-

ing it down to the capacity of childhood in the spirit of unselfish

love
;

it develops a vast amount of lay-agency, and gives to

young men and women a fine field of pleasant usefulness on the

Lord’s Day
;

it promotes the proper observance of the Lord’s

Day by feeding His lambs
;

it keeps alive a child-like spirit in the

adults
;

it attaches the parents to the church by the interest

shown in their offspring
;
and it is a most effective missionary

agency by scattering the seed of new churches throughout the

land.

The literature for children stimulated by the Sunday-school

system is beyond any thing known in former ages of the world.

There are illustrated child’s papers with a circulation not only

of tens of thousands but of hundreds of thousands of copies.

That a large amount of this literature is not child-like but child-

ish, may be expected. But the chaff is soon blown away, the

wheat remains. Alongside with ephemeral productions you
will find in the majority of Sunday-school libraries the best pop-

ular and devotional books and periodicals for teachers and

pupils.

The American Sunday-school system has for the last ten or

fifteen years found much favor on the continent of Europe, and

is likely to become there a regular institution. A society in

Brooklyn, consisting mostly of ladies, keeps up a regular cor-

respondence with foreign Sunday-school workers and aids them
with funds.

MISSIONS.

The churches in the United States spend more men and
money for the conversion of the heathen than any other na-

tion except the English. The two great branches of the Anglo-
Saxon race, having the control over the seas and commercial in-

tercourse with all parts of the world, are chiefly intrusted by
Providence with the propagation of Bible Christianity to the

ends of the earth. They have the means, and on them rests the

responsibility. It is, however, but proper to state that some of

the most devoted missionaries in the employ of the English
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“ Church Missionary Society” (including Bishop Gobat of Jer-

usalem) are Germans or Swiss trained in the Mission Institute

of Basle.

Missions are carried on in America by the churches them-

selves as a regular church work, instead of being left to volun-

tary societies, as in the national churches of Europe. Each pas-

tor and each congregation are supposed to be interested in the

spread of the Gospel at home and abroad, and to contribute to-

wards it according to their ability. Boards are appointed as

the agencies of the church, with officers who devote their whole

time to this cause. The missionaries are selected from the

most gifted and zealous graduates of the theological seminaries,

instead of being trained in separate institutions of a lower

grade.

Hence American missionaries in foreign lands are admitted

by disinterested observers to be men of superior character and

education. Lord Shaftesbury commended the American pio-

neers of the mission in the Turkish empire for “ a marvellous

combination of common-sense and piety,” and more recently (in

1878) Lord Beaconsfield called them ” men of the highest prin-

ciples, of even a sublime character
;
men who devote their lives

to the benefit of their fellow-creatures, and seek no reward but

the approval of their own consciences.” It would be easy to

collect similar testimonies from the books of travellers who
have observed the labors of these missionaries in Turkey, Syria,

India, China, and Japan.

The missionary activity is divided between Foreign mis-

sions, Home missions, and City missions.

1. The Foreign or Heathen missions began in the colo-

nial period with the labors of John Eliot (the translator of an

Indian Bible—the first Bible printed in America, 1663), David

Brainerd, and David Zeisberger, among the red Indians, and if

their zeal had been kept up the Indian problem would have

been peacefully solved long ago. The first general Foreign Mis-

sionary Society was formed in 1810 under the name of the

“American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.”

It grew out of a society of students in the Theological Semi-

nary at Andover. It embraced for a considerable period the

Congregational, Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, and German
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Reformed churches, but is now purely Congregationalist
;
the

other churches having peacefully withdrawn to form their own
missionary societies, with a view to develop more fully the liber-

ality of their people. The Baptists, Methodists, Episcopalians,

Lutherans, and other denominations have likewise their own mis-

sion boards.

These various societies are now supporting schools, churches,

and presses among the native Indians, in the Sandwich Islands,

in Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Persia, East India, Siam, China, Ja-

pan, South and West Africa, Mexico, and South America, and

the papal countries of Southern Europe. Some of the most

zealous propagandists regard even the lands of the Reformation

as an open mission field, and provoke the opposition of those

who look upon them as sectarian intruders, while others wel-

come them as helpers in reclaiming the destitute masses, and

rejoice with St. Paul if only Christ be preached and souls saved.

The American Missionary Societies combined sustain at

present about 600 Protestant missionaries and many times that

number of native helpers in foreign fields, at an annual cost of

about $1,704,000. Of this sum the General Assembly of the

Northern Presbyterian Church contributed last year $468,147.

2. Home Missions. The vast immigration from Europe

and the constant emigration of Americans from the Eastern to

the Western and Pacific States necessitates the organization of

special efforts for supplying this population and the new set-

tlements with the means of grace, with ministers, churches, and

institutions of learning. All the leading denominations take

part in this great work of Christianizing the continent. It is

generally felt that, unless we follow the westward tide of our

population with the gospel, we are threatened with a new and

worse heathenism and barbarism.

As a specimen of what is done in this direction I will present

a sketch of the work of the Congregational Home Missionary

Society, which has been kindly furnished to me by one of its

secretaries (the Rev. Dr. D. B. Coe) :

“ The Home Missionary work of the Congregational

churches was commenced in Massachusetts about the year

1695, and was sustained by annual grants from the treasury of

the colony. ‘The Society for Propagating the Gospel among
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the Indians, and others in North America ’ was founded in

Boston in 1787, and was the first incorporated missionary society

in the United States. In 1798 the Missionary Society of Con-

necticut was organized, and similar societies were formed soon

afterward in the other New England States.

“ The American Home Missionary Society, though planned

in New England, was organized, May 12th, 1826, by individuals

representing four denominations of Christians. The Associate

Reformed, Reformed Dutch, and Presbyterian churches suc-

cessively withdrew from this alliance, and since i860 the so-

ciety has represented Congregationalists only in the work of

home missions. But its resources and its operations have rap-

idly increased. In its first year it expended $13,984, and sus-

tained 169 missionaries who preached to 196 congregations in

fifteen States and Territories. More than two thirds (120) of

these missionaries were stationed in the State of New York, and

only 33 of them in the Western States and Territories. During

its last year (1878) the society expended $284,540, and sustained

996 missionaries, who preached to 2237 congregations in 32

States and Territories
;
and 604 of these laborers were stationed

in Western States and Territories.

“In 52 years the American Home Missionary Society has

collected and disbursed $8,200,000. Through its agency 33,000

years of ministerial labor have been performed at more than 7000

stations in 45 States and Territories of the United States.

About 4000 churches have been planted or aided in the support

of the ministry, 281,000 persons have been gathered into them,

and nearly 2000 of them have been raised to the condition of

self-support.’’

3. The City Mission is a part of Home mission, and aims to

evangelize the destitute and ignorant masses which congregate

in large cities, especially in New York, where, as in ancient

Rome, to use the words of Tacitus, “ cuncta undique atrocia

aut pudenda confluunt celebranturque. ’’ It is conducted by

combined effort of several denominations, or by separate de-

nominations, or by individual congregations which establish and

support mission Sunday-schools and chapels as a regular part

of their work. “The New York City Mission and Tract So-

ciety,’’ which is carried on by several denominations, but mainly
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by Presbyterians, sustains forty missionaries (men and women),

three organized churches, five chapels, five Sunday-schools with

2000 children, and expends annually about $40,000. Besides,

almost every denomination in New York has its own missions,

and there are also independent missions among the seamen, the

Germans, the Irish, the Italians, the colored people.

TIIE RELIGIOUS PRESS.

America is the paradise of newspapers. The paradise is, of

course, not free from snakes. “ The satanic press,” so called, is

stronger in a republic than in a monarchy, and does’ an incalcu-

lable amount of mischief. There is no restraint whatever on

the freedom of the press, which accordingly reflects all the bad

as well as good passions of the people, and all the bitterness of

party contests, especially in times of election. But the Ameri-

cans have much more confidence in freedom than in the police,

and are determined to fight out the battle on this line, being

convinced that truth is mightier than error, and must prevail in

the end. Newspapers are, of course, amenable to public opinion,

and in the struggle for life and success they must satisfy all the

reasonable demands, and respect the usages and tastes of their

readers. No decent paper would dare to defy the general

sentiment of morality and religion. Even the worst of them
publish more religious news than any secular paper in

Europe.

Every American reads newspapers. He would rather do with-

out his breakfast than without his morning paper, which gives

him a bird’s-eye view of the world’s life on the preceding day.

The leading dailies number their subscribers by tens of thou-

sands, some reaching a circulation of over a hundred thousand.

They are brought into every household, sold on the street, in

the hotels, on the steamboats, in the railroad cars, and transmit-

ted by post to the remotest settlements. Owing to their im-

mense circulation and advertising patronage they can afford to

be very cheap. The enterprise of American newspapers
shrinks from no expense. They get telegraphic news and cor-

respondence from all parts of the world, wherever any thing of
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interest is going on. The Monday issues contain even reports

of popular sermons as items of news, so that millions may read

what thousands have heard the day before. One editor in New
York succeeded, where geographical societies and government

expeditions failed, in finding Livingstone in the wilds of Africa,

and revealing the mysteries of that continent from the sources

of the Nile to the western coast.

This spirit of enterprise communicates itself in large meas-

ure to the religious press. Every respectable denominatioTi has

its stately quarterly review, its monthly magazine, and its

weekly newspaper or newspapers. The quarterlies are intended

for scholars, and for that vast and steadily-growing theological

lay-public which wants to be posted in the progress of theol-

ogy and general literature, and to possess itself of the results of

the latest learned researches. The magazines furnish light

reading for the educated classes. The weeklies are religious

newspapers in the proper sense of the term. Of the last

class 30 are published in New York City, 21 in Philadelphia, 15

in Chicago, 14 in Cincinnati, n in Boston, 9 in St. Louis, 9 in

San Francisco, 4 in Richmond.

The weekly religious newspaper is a peculiar American insti-

tution, and reaches almost every family. Europe has, of course,

its religious periodicals, but with the exception of a few Eng-

lish weeklies, they are confined to purely ecclesiastical or de-

votional reading, and rarely exceed a circulation of one thou-

sand copies. An American religious weekly treats de rebus oui-

nibus ct quibusdam aliis, and requires at least five thousand

subscribers to be self-sustaining. It furnishes a weekly pano-

rama of the world as well as of the church, avoiding, of course,

all that is demoralizing and objectionable, but omitting nothing

that is thought instructive, interesting, and edifying to a

Christian family. Miscellaneous advertisements, ecclesiastical,

literary, and commercial, take up a good deal of space and pay
the heavy expense.

The religious newspaper furnishes throughout the year a

library of useful and entertaining reading for the small sum of

two or three dollars. It is a welcome weekly family visitor,

and easily becomes an indispensable institution, a powerful aid

to the pulpit, and a promoter of every good cause.
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THE TEMPERANCE REFORM.

Intemperance is one of the greatest evils in America, and

the most fruitful source of crime, pauperism, and taxation. It

prevails especially among the lower classes, both native and for-

eign. A great deal of intemperance is imported from abroad,

and made worse under the stimulating effect of the American

climate and by the poisonous adulteration of liquors. The
Latin races are generally temperate (though less so than the

Arabs and Turks under the prohibition of wine by the Koran)
;

the immigrants from the British Isles and from Scandinavia

take to the strongest drinks
;
the Germans, whom Dr. Luther in

his day charged with being possessed by the “ Saufteufel,”

worship lager-beer, which is consumed in amazing quantities,

and, although far less injurious, yet, in the opinion of Prince Bis-

marck, the greatest of living Germans, “ makes stupid and lazy,

and breeds democracy.” Its effect is much worse in America,

where every thing is apt to be carried to excess.

It is estimated that between six and seven hundred millions

of dollars are annually expended in the United States for intox-

icating drinks. In New York City alone there are 8000 licensed

and unlicensed liquor-shops and lager-beer saloons. Chief-Jus-

tice Noah Davis, of New York, states from his long judicial ex-

perience that “ one half of all the crimes of America and Great

Britain is caused by the intemperate use of intoxicating liquors
;

and that of the crimes involving personal violence certainly

three fourths are chargeable to the same cause.” The liquor

interest is a fearful monster : it defies or evades legislation, it

uses bribery and corruption for its work of destruction, it de-

vours the hard earnings of the poor, it brings misery and ruin

on families, and sends thousands of drunkards reeling with a

rotten body and a cheerless soul to a hopeless grave.

To counteract this gigantic evil the best efforts of philanthro-

pists and Christians have been called into action. The tem-

perance movement, while it reveals one of the darkest aspects

of American society, is also among the strongest evidences of

16
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the earnest, aggressive, reforming character of American Chris-

tianity. The “ National American Temperance Society” covers

the land with tracts and books setting forth the baneful effects

of intemperance, and acts upon legislatures in behalf of prohib-

itive measures. There are besides innumerable local and con-

gregational temperance organizations of men and women.

Temperance lecturers travel over the land and address crowded

audiences in churches, public halls, and theatres, inducing thou-

sands to take the pledge after the example set in a previous

generation by Father Matthew in Ireland. Among these lec-

turers are reformed drunkards like John Gough and Francis

Murphy, men of extraordinary dramatic eloquence, made doubly

effective by their own sad experience. The evangelists Moody
and Sankey make temperance a prominent practical topic of

their revival preaching. The Methodist Church as a body is a

vast temperance society.

There is a difference of views as to the best means of cur-

ing the evil, but there is abundant room for a variety of

methods.

The moderate temperance reformers advocate strict license

laws, the prohibition of all artificial alcoholic drinks and the

poisonous adulteration of genuine wine. Regarding total pro-

hibition as undesirable or at least as impracticable, especially in

large cities, they aim at such a regulation and diminution of the

liquor traffic as will make it comparatively harmless. Unfortu-

nately, in a heterogeneous city like New York the best legislation

is so often defeated or evaded by faithless magistrates, who are

elected and re-elected by the very breakers of the laws, that the

independent efforts of disinterested citizens are necessary to

bring the police and the judges up to their duty. Two years

ago a vigorous Society for the Prevention of Crime was formed

under the leadership of the Chancellor of the University of New
York (Dr. Howard Crosby), by the influence of which 1739 un-

licensed tippling houses were shut up, which had been allowed

to do their work of mischief in the very teeth of the license law

now on the statute-book.

The radical temperance reformers advocate total abstinence

and the entire prohibition of the liquor traffic. They put fer-
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merited wines and malt liquors in the same category with dis-

tilled spirits as alike poisonous. The Maine law, so called, has

been actually tried in the State of Maine and several other States,

but while it may be carried out in certain country districts, it is

a dead letter in large cities.

The advocates of total abstinence differ again as to the

ground on which they base their practice. Not a few denounce
the drinking even of pure wine and beer as a sin, and thus un-

intentionally cast reproach on the character and example of our

blessed Lord, who changed water into wine, and instituted the

holy communion in wine as the symbol of His blood shed for the

remission of our sins. I say, unintentionally, and under the

strange delusion that the Bible wine was not fermented and not

intoxicating, i.

e

. , no wine at all. But the vast majority of tee-

totalers base abstinence on the tenable ground of Christian

charity and expediency
;
they apply Paul’s principle concerning

meat (i Cor. 7 : 13) to drink, and deny themselves a right in

order to set a good example and to avoid giving offence to a

weak brother.

It is certainly a commanding phenomenon that since the be-

ginning of the temperance reform in America about fifty years

ago, the use of wine as a beverage which formerly prevailed, as

it still prevails all over Europe, has been greatly diminished in

respectable society. The majority of the Protestant clergy and

church-members content themselves with water, coffee, and tea.

You can sit down in any decent hotel or give a social party to

the most distinguished guests without a drop of wine. What is

the rule in good society in Europe is the exception in America.

Thus much at all events has been effected by the temperance

reform. But much more is needed if the lower classes are to

be saved from the deadly effects of the scourge of intemper-

ance. The temperance movement will not stop until the sale

of distilled liquors, such as rum, brandy, gin, and whiskey, as a

beverage, is prohibited, and banished from the land.

THE TREATMENT OF THE FOREIGN RACES.

Our picture of American Christianity would not be com-

plete without a glance at the treatment of the non-Caucasian



244 THE PRINCETON RE VIE IV.

races—the Negroes, the Indians, and the Chinese, who are

brought as wards under the care of our government and our

churches. The negroes were imported against their will by the

iniquity of the African slave-trade, but have become natural-

ized and feel at home among the whites
;
the Indians are the

natives of the soil, but are still refused the privileges of citizens,

and crowded out by the white men, or flee from them like the

buffaloes of the prairies
;
the Chinese emigrate voluntarily and

form a distinct community of their own, but generally return

again to their native China with the gains of their industry.

The conduct of the Americans towards these races is unfor-

tunately characterized by the overbearing pride and oppression

of a superior race, but redeemed by many examples of noble

Christian devotion and a growing sense of our national guilt for

the past and our duty for the present and future. The negro

problem is at last happily solved, and it is to be hoped that the

justice done to the Africans will ultimately be granted to the

Indians and Chinese.

THE NEGROES.

The history of the African race in the United States is one

of the most striking instances of God’s wisdom and mercy over-

ruling the wrath of man for His own glory. The civil war which

brought the government to the brink of ruin was a just retribu-

tion for the national sin of slavery, but ended, by an immense

sacrifice of blood and treasure, in the salvation of the Union

against the suicidal rebellion of the slaveholders, and in the de-

struction of slavery. It would have been far more honorable if

emancipation had been peacefully and gradually accomplished

by voluntary action of Congress as a measure of justice and

humanity, instead of being resorted to as a necessary war-meas-

ure in self-defence, with its inevitable consequence of. chaotic

confusion and bitter alienation of the Southern and Northern

States, which it will take a whole generation to heal. Neverthe-

less the great cure has been accomplished, and four millions of

negroes now enjoy the rights of free citizens. American slavery
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lives only in “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” and in those plaintive

songs with which the jubilee and Hampton singers have moved
the hearts of Europe as well as America.

With emancipation came a new zeal for the moral and re-

ligious training of the freedmen. Considering all the difficul-

ties of the case, the progress made is quite encouraging. The
negro problem is unfortunately still complicated with party po-

litics. The sooner the negro’s rights and wrongs are taken out

of politics the better.

The Southern churches have the negroes more immediately

under their care and could do most for them, but they are fear-

fully impoverished by the war, and need Northern aid. The Bap-

tists, Methodists, and Presbyterians have special societies and

agencies for this branch of Christian philanthropy. The Ro-

man Catholics also have made quiet and earnest efforts in that

direction, but without much success. Schools, academies, col-

leges, and theological seminaries have been founded for the

special benefit of the negroes
;
prominent among them are

Howard University at Washington, Lincoln University, Fisk

University, and the College at Hampton, near Fortress Monroe,

in Virginia. It is supposed that one third or nearly one half of

the colored people are now under direct Christian instruction.

The negroes are very religious by nature, and infidelity is

scarcely known among them
;
but their moral sense of honesty

and chastity is weak. They have a marked preference for the

Baptist and Methodist types of Christianity, which seem to be
best suited to their emotional and demonstrative nature. They
present a very important home-mission field to American Chris-

tians and philanthropists. Many of them no doubt will in

course of time carry the Gospel to Africa, and form Christian

colonies after the example of Liberia.

THE INDIAN PROBLEM.

The Indian problem is as dark as midnight. It has been
called the devil’s labyrinth, out of which there seems to be no
escape. The romance of the earlier encounters between the
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white and the red men, with which we are familiar from Cooper’s

novels, has long passed away. The story of the aborigines, the

original lords of the soil, now reduced to beggary and apparently

doomed to extinction, is a sad tragedy that must fill every'

American Christian with mingled indignation, humiliation, and

shame. In the Ordinance of 1787 for the government of the na-

tional domain north-west of the Ohio River, the government sol-

emnly declared that “ the utmost good faith shall always be pre-

served towards the Indians, that their lands and property shall

never be taken from them without their consent.’’ And yet

since the forcible removal of the Cherokees from the State of

Georgia in 1830, the policy pursued towards the Indians has

been one of most expensive mismanagement and injustice.

There is no valid excuse, for the English Government, by strict

adherence to treaty obligation, gets along well enough with the

Indians in British North America.

The blame lies first upon those border rufifians who poison

the Indians with the worst vices of civilization, covet their

lands, push them farther and farther west from their reservations,

and look upon them, not as human beings to be civilized, but

simply as red-skins and incurable savages, doomed to extermina-

tion, like the hopelessly corrupt Canaanites of old
;
then upon

unprincipled Indian agents, who cheat both the government and

the Indians by selling them rotten blankets and rotten provi-

sions
;
and finally upon the government itself, which has pursued

no fixed and consistent policy of its own, but yields to the pres-

sure of squatter sovereigns and political rings, and under this

pressure violates the most solemn treaty obligations.

Is it a wonder that the poor Indian savages rise again and

again in rebellion against such iniquities ? The expense of the

Indian wars is 50 enormous that every Indian killed in battle is

said to cost the government twenty thousand dollars, besides

valuable lives. It is only too true what President Bartlett re-

cently wrote (in the New York Independent for February 13th,

1879):

“For at least fifty years the history of our relations to the Indian tribes has

been chiefly a record of broken faith, oppressions, and exasperations on our

part, followed by slaughters to put down the resistance and retaliation thus



CHRISTIANITY IN AMERICA. 247

aroused. The present and the past Administrations have shown a desire to

protect the rights and interests of the tribes. But the fundamental method

has been faulty
;
and for the most part the hand of the Government has been

hard and heavy upon a race that have shown themselves, where properly ap-

proached, singularly accessible to religion and civilization. Add to this the

frauds of civil agents, the violence of soldiers, the barbarity of officers, the

corrupting influence of white renegades and swindlers, the devices and plot-

tings of railway and timber speculators, the inroads of eager squatters, and the

cold-blooded heartlessness that glosses over all this with the maxim that ‘ the

weaker race is destined to fade away before the stronger,’ and one is con-

strained to ask, Shall this go on forever? How long, O Lord ! how long?”

The American Congress and people are now seriously roused

on the subject, and are discussing the various modes of settling

the difficult problem. Some advocate 'the transfer of the In-

dian affairs from the Interior Department of the Government to

the War Department which managed it before, while others de-

precate such a change from religious motives. General Sher-

man, however, recently assured the public that as long as he

remains commander-in-chief, “ every religious denomination

should have a fair chance to establish schools, churches, and

charitable societies among each and all the tribes,” and that he

will “ personally and officially encourage every effort to convert

the wild warrior to the obedient citizen with some Christian vir-

tues superadded—be those Methodist, Episcopalian, Quaker,

or Catholic.”

It can scarcely be expected that the Indian can at once be

changed from a wild hunter into a quiet farmer without passing

first through the transition of nomad life. Above all things,

treaties should be sacredly kept, or not made at all.

Whatever is to be done ought to be done quickly, for the

race is gradually dying out. According to the last report of the

Indian Commissioners, which contains some important facts, the

whole number of Indians, exclusive of Alaska, is said to be only

250,864, against 251,000 in 1877 and 266,000 in 1876.

One thing seems certain from past experience and is con-

firmed by this report, that schools and missionary work are the

shortest and surest road to Indian civilization. The govern-

ment spent last year $352, 125 for educational purposes, and the

religious societies $66,759, making a total of $418,885—consider-
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ably more than in the previous year. There are 366 schools

with 12,222 children. There are 41,309 Indians who can read.

The number of missionaries of different denominations at work,

exclusive of teachers, is 226, and there are 219 church build-

ings. It is very difficult to overcome the deep-rooted dissatis-

faction and prejudices of the hostile Indians against the whites,

and they must be kept under military control and at the same

time be dealt with in an honorable manner that will convert

them to better views. But other agents make favorable re-

ports. The Rev. H. Swift, an Episcopal missionary at Chey-

enne River (Dakota) Agency, reports that during six years

spent among the Sioux he has witnessed a great change.
“ They were a wild, painted, armed, unfriendly, filthy, idle, dis-

solute, and heathen people. Now they dress properly, are

cleanly, industrious, and have a desire to learn. Heathenism is

no longer in the ascendant
;

but large congregations attend

church services, and the number of professed Christians is in-

creasing.”

THE CHINESE.

The emigration from China (mostly from the province of

Canton) began after the annexation of California and the dis-

covery of the gold mines in 1848. The total number of Chi-

nese emigrants during the last thirty years is estimated at

270,000, of whom more than one half have died or returned to

their native land
;
the rest are scattered through the United

States, mostly on the coast, but keep entirely aloof from assimi-

lation with the Caucasian race. About 109,000 are now living

in California (which has a total population of 670,000), and from

20 to 25,000 in the neighboring States and Territories. At

San Francisco they occupy a special quarter of the city, which

presents all the occupations, amusements, and strange customs

of Chinadom.

The Chinese are intelligent, industrious, frugal, and peaceful.

They furnish few inmates of hospitals and prisons. They have

done much to develop the foreign trade and the resources of

the country, and it is doubtful whether the great Pacific Railroad

could have been built without their aid. Although their highest
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ambition is to return to China with the gains of their industry,

they leave the result of their labor behind, which is far more

valuable than their earnings. The Surveyor-General of Cali-

fornia estimates that they have increased the value of property

in that State $290,000,000 within ten years, and this property is

held by white men. They have reclaimed a million acres of

marsh lands, and raised their value from $3 to $100 per acre.

This is a better showing than can be claimed by any equal num-
ber of “ sand-lot hoodlums,” as the white rabble of the Kearney

stripe in San Francisco are called.

But, on the other hand, the Chinese bring with them also the

vices and filth of heathenism, and are destitute of the ennobling

influences of family life. Most of their imported women (who

number only 7000) are said to be prostitutes of the lowest grade.

Moreover, by their ability to live on rice and to do as good work

for lower wages they have aroused the envy and indignation of

the laboring classes in the Pacific States. Politicians irrespec-

tive of party are always hungry for votes, and many of them

care more for money and power than for principle and honor.

The same spirit of exclusive native Americanism which twenty

years ago, under the name of Knownothingism, was turned

against the Irish and German emigrants, was roused against the

Mongolians, but now found its chief supporters among the Irish

laborers, who suffer most from this competition. The whole

Pacific coast resounded with the cry,
“ The heathen Chinese

must go.” 1

The anti-Mongolian crusade came to a crisis in the last ses-

sion of Congress, which passed by a large majority the Chinese-

exclusion bill, forbidding under penalties any vessel from bring-

ing hereafter to American shores, at one time, more than fifteen

Chinamen, whether as visitors or immigrants. This bill is not

only contrary to the traditional policy of the country, which hos-

pitably opens the door to voluntary emigrants from all parts of

1 The spirit and tendency of this new form of nativism was well expressed and
reduced ad absurdum by the following fictitious counter-petitions, which we quote

as specimens of American humor from the N. Y. Tribune of February 25th, 1879 ;

To the Honorable House of Repi esentatives •

The undersigned, legal voters and citizens of the United States, respectfully ask
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the world without distinction of race and color, but it is also an

open violation of articles five and six of the “ Burlingame

Treaty” of 1869, wherein the United States of America and the

Emperor of China, recognizing the inherent and inalienable right

of voluntary expatriation, and the mutual advantage of free

migration and emigration of their citizens from one country to

the other, for purposes of curiosity, trade, or permanent resi-

dence, pledge to such emigrants the enjoyment of the same priv-

ileges, immunities, or exemptions in respect to travel and resi-

dence as are enjoyed by citizens or subjects of the most favored

nation.

The President therefore very properly vetoed the bill,

March 2d, 1879, and the House of Representatives wisely re-

that you prevent the immigration of any more Germans to this country, because

they will drink lager, go on Sunday excursions, save their money, and are buying

up all the land in the country. Robert MacGregor,
Hugh MacDougal,
Sandy MacPherson,

and 1000 others.
To Yer Honors the Mimbers of Congress :

We the unthersigned citizens of the United States of Amerikie respectfully

petition you to tack into the “ Haythen Chinee” bill the white nagers or Ratalians

that are coming over here in dhroves and working ten or tvvilve hours a day for

nothin’ at all at all, and boarding thimselves at that. Now what can an honest

man do to airn a dacent livin’ if you don’t put a stop to it ?

Patrick O’Reilly,

Michael McDermott,
Wm. James O'Sullivan,

and 1000 others.

Congrishman : Votforyou no schtopdem Irishman shust de same mit Schine-

man ? He drinks up all de viskey like nothings, votes every time all day long,

and makes drubles mit us. And it is shust so easy mit de needle in de camels'

eye ash to have de behind vordt mit the Irishman. Jacob Roeriiausen,

Hans Bumgarten,
Peter von Steinburger,

and many others.

To Ze Grand Congress.

Shentlemen : If you vill keeps out of ze countarie, all ze Germans, all ze

Irish, all ze Anglasie, wis all ze, ze—vat you calls him—Shine—mans and evra

boda but ze Frenchmans, you vill have one magnifishant Republic.

Louis Du Boise,

Paul Cognac.
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fused to pass it over his veto. Thus the national honor was

saved from disgrace, and the wisdom of the veto power confided

in the Executive, which guards the right of individual con-

science, has received a striking illustration by showing that the

President with the veto may better represent the national senti-

ment than a Congress of politicians attempting to outbid each

other for a party advantage.

A wholesale immigration of heathen Mongolians for per-

manent residence might indeed endanger the Christian civiliza-

tion of America, and would justify a modification or abrogation

of the treaty by mutual consent of the two governments. But

the experience of 1877 and 1878 does not justify such an ap-

prehension, but the probability that the emigration from Asia

will decrease rather than increase.

It is gratifying that the Christian sentiment of all denomi-

nations, as far as it has been manifested during the recent agita-

tion in petitions and religious newspapers, has been strongly

against the bill of Congress and in favor of the President’s veto.

How could it be otherwise ? The instincts of the Christian

heart are always in favor of peace and good-will toward men.

A law like the one proposed by Congress would have been a

fatal blow to Christian missions among the Chinese now resid-

ing in America, and probably also in China itself, by provoking

measures of retaliation. The only way to Christianize them is

kind treatment.

The missionary efforts which have been made by various

churches among the Chinese in the Pacific States are by no

means discouraging, if we consider the wide-spread prejudice

against them. There are flourishing Chinese mission schools in

San Francisco and Oakland, numbering, it is said, over three

thousand attendants. I had never more attentive listeners than

when I addressed one of them a year ago. A Presbyterian pas-

tor at Oakland told me that he had in his large church for sev-

eral years fifteen Chinese converts, who during all that time

had led as consistent a Christian life as any equal number of

American members. It is supposed that about one thousand

Chinamen have been converted. Besides, two hundred Chinese

youths are educated at the expense of their government in
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various American institutions, and show remarkable aptitude

for learning.

The providential design in the Chinese immigration seems to

be the same as in the involuntary importation of the African

slaves : it looks towards the extension of Christ’s kingdom and

the salvation of men. The conversion of Chinese immigrants,

most of whom will return, is the entering wedge for the con-

version of that immense empire, which numerically represents

more than one fourth of the population of the globe.

Philip Schaff.




